The Institute of Environmental Social Sciences and Geography, Chair of Geography of Global
Change, invites applications for
a PhD Position
Part-time (50%), start date: as soon as possible
Duration: three years
Established in February 2018, the working group at the Chair of Geography of Global Change
conducts research and teaching activities at the intersection of social, environmental and institutional
dimensions of climate change, urbanisation and other dimensions of global change. A particular
emphasis is placed on theoretically guided, critical geographic research into the political ecology of
climate change impacts and adaptation responses as they manifest at local and regional scales.
Questions of urban climate justice, socio-spatial equity in multi-scale climate change policy and
decision-making, and the institutional and political dimensions of urban and regional planning for
climate change are central themes for the working group, as are inter- and transdisciplinary
approaches that involve collaborative and action-oriented research with policy-makers, practitioners
and academics from different disciplines and sectors. The working group is currently in its foundational
stage and is recruiting a highly motivated PhD student with outstanding academic credentials who is
keen to contribute to the development of the working group.
The successful candidate is expected to develop and conduct a PhD research project of their own
choosing that is closely related to one of the above-mentioned research foci. The exact scope and
outline of the dissertation is to be defined by the PhD student in collaboration with the Chair, who will
be primary supervisor for the PhD project.
Requirements:
- Master degree in human geography, urban or spatial planning, sociology or related discipline
- Excellent academic results
- Knowledge of and demonstrated practical experience with empirical social research methods
- Excellent knowledge of English and German
- Demonstrated ability to write and/or publish in English
- Experience with / interest in transdisciplinary research
- Willingness to conduct substantial field work
- Strong desire to contribute to the development of a dynamic new research group.
The PhD position and working group is situated within the Institute of Environmental Social Sciences
and Geography in the Faculty of Environment and Natural Resources at the University of Freiburg.
The Institute and the wider Faculty offer an intellectually stimulating and vibrant environment for
research and scholarly exchange. We are looking for a person with excellent interpersonal skills who
is willing and able to engage proactively in scholarly discussions with other members of the working
group, related working groups in geography, as well as with the Institute at large. The doctoral
researcher will carry out research under the supervision of the working group Chair, Prof. Dr. Hartmut
Fünfgeld, and will be required to contribute to the research and teaching activities in the working
group. In addition, the successful candidate will also be expected to participate in collaborative
departmental and networking activities, present her/his research on national and international
conferences, and co-organize meetings and workshops. A strong background and/or interest in
interdisciplinary work is highly desirable as well as the willingness to conduct empirical field work.
Please submit the following documents as part of your application, in English language:
- Motivation letter, outlining your motivation for applying and interest in the position and how
you meet the position’s requirements
- CV, including list of publications and conference participations (if applicable)
- Copy of your Master degree certificate and transcript of academic records
- Names, affiliation and contact details of two potential referees
- Research proposal (max. 6 pages), including a brief preliminary work plan
- Writing sample (such as your Master’s thesis or a paper).
Please compile all documents into a single PDF file.

Interviews will be held in the week of 23 – 29 April 2018 in Freiburg or via Skype.
Payment will be based on TV-L E13 pro rata.
Application deadline: 15 April 2018
Please apply to the following address in electronic form:
University of Freiburg
Institute of Environmental Social Sciences and Geography
Chair of Geography of Global Change
c/o Ms Ute Becker
Schreiberstr. 20
79085 Freiburg
Germany
E-Mail: glow@geographie.uni-freiburg.de
If you require further information about the position, please contact Prof. Dr. Hartmut Fünfgeld, Chair
of Geography of Global Change, on hartmut.fuenfgeld@geographie.uni-freiburg.de or +49 761 2033560.

