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Research question

 How to support stakeholders with the interpretation 
of detailed and complex spatial information?
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Interaction

 Participation  involvement

 Knowledge exchange

 Combination of stakeholders and researchers

 Increases the understanding of underlying 
mechanisms

 Influence on data usage (zooming, swiping)



4

Spatial Support Tools

 Transparent 

 Designed based on stakeholder needs

 The amount of information that can be handled by stakeholders 
is limited

 Stimulate thinking

 Support communication

 Initiate discussion
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The workshop concept
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Planning for tidal devices 
around the Mull of Kintyre, Scotland 
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Stakeholders

Tidal energy developers

Fishing 

Commercial shipping 

Recreational shipping 

Tourism

Environment 

Cultural Heritage
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Two Workshops in Campbeltown

 Local knowledge workshop May 3
• Drawing
• Scoring

Tool: Valuation of objectives in value maps

 Negotiation workshop May 5
• Allocation of devices

Tool: Negotiation support between (group)objectives in best/worst 
maps
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Study area
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Preparation

•Spatial information was converted to values of range 1-10
•Weighted for each stakeholder group
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Workshops
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Local Knowledge workshop
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Value map: Tidal Energy
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Negotiation workshop
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Values per stakeholder
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Outcomes questionnaire

 The workshop did fulfill their expectations (sometimes even 
more) 

 The combination of stakeholders, researchers and the 
touch table was found a useful source of information and 
helps to analyze the problem

 All respondents recommend the workshop concept to others
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Using the Touch Table

What did you think of the operation of the 
Touch Table?

 Although little or no experience, most of the respondents 
found it fairly easy to use the touch table

How much experience do you have with 
multimedia with ‘Touch Functionality’?
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Change in opinions of stakeholders

The interactivity of the Touch Table has a high added value

The Touch Table is nothing more than a new gadget



22

Added value of Touch Table

 In- and Out zooming

 Transparency overlay with background maps

 Drawing

 Swiping

 Comparing different options

Points for improvement:

User-friendliness, accessibility of information
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Peat Meadow Area, the Netherlands
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What tools are best suited to support spatial planning?

 Interactive spatial tools
• Valuation maps

• Negotiation

 Same tool can be used for different types of problems in different case studies

Interested? Tessa.eikelboom@ivm.vu.nl


